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NAVIGATING
NEW
WATERS

MORE THAN EVER, TODAY’S CFOs ARE HELPING STEER THE SHIP

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT

STEADY AS HE GOES

HE WORKS WITH NUMBERS, BUT
PETER MARKELL SAYS NOTHING IS
‘MORE PERSONAL THAN HEALTH CARE’ prace 4
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Title: CFO

Age: 40

Company: Vestmark
Inc.

What the company
does: The company
provides a portfolio
management software
environment for the
financial services
industry.

Education: Bachelor’s
degree, accounting,
Columbia University,
1999; MBA, Harvard
Business School, 2005

W. MARC BERNSAU

Maintaining a
‘disciplined growth’

What has been the

highlight of your career?

Growing Vestmark — a fun,

dynamic fintech company

outside Boston. Since

joining, we have grown
revenue 40 percent, hired over 100 new
extremely talented employees, and raised
$30 million in institutional money

How do you see the CFO position evolving?
In addition to providing critical financial
insights and analysis, I believe that the CFO
will have a greater involvement supporting
and developing strategy and guiding

key business initiatives. A CFO should

have strong understanding of his/her
company’s health, with a constant pulse

on competitive risk factors and strategic
growth opportunities.

What is your biggest challenge? My biggest
challenge today is disciplined growth. As

a leading technology company, we are
outpacing our corporate objectives for

the year and I need to mitigate against
potential overextension. I also vigilantly
monitor our client satisfaction.

What do you like best about your job?
Without a doubt, the people I work with
are what I like best about my job. I love
being surrounded by smart, passionate
people who are committed to driving
Vestmark toward exciting growth every day.

What do you like to do outside the office?
Outside of the office I am passionate about
fitness and community involvement.

[ founded a fitness brand, Tread, two

years ago which has expanded into two
studios in Reading. I am also very actively

involved with mentoring teenage girls

and Tread clients who are in challenging
life circumstances, counseling them

to overcome their unique stresses and
suggested new paths for individual growth.

Is there a TV show or movie that best
depicts what you do for a living? “Modern
Family.” I love this program because it
showcases how a group of people from
different backgrounds can work together
to support each other to create a strong
environment.

What kind of music do CFOs enjoy?
Country ... it is all about storytelling and
finding the silver lining in challenging
situations.

Do you have a motto? Character is not
made in a crisis, it is just exhibited.



